TO  THE 


FLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

By  the  Medical  OflBcerof  Health,  for  the  part  of  the  Year  1904  from  April  1st  to  December  31st. 


ESTIMATED  POPULATION  OF  DISTRICT,  2,021  (Census  1901). 


“ MERLEWOOD,”  FLEET, 

February,  1905. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  and  other  allied  matters  during  the  past 

year. 

The  Death  Rate,  based  upon  the  Census  of  1901,  is  15  per  1,000  of  the  Population  ; but  there 
has  been  a remarkable  increase  in  the  Population  during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  almost 
phenomenal  in  so  small  a district,  with  an  area  of  only  1,530  acres  ; a reliable  authority  states  that  our 
population  is  at  least  2,800,  therefore  our  Death  Rate  is  1 1 per  1,000,  and  if  we  may  deduct  from  the 
number  of  deaths,  three  cases  which  occurred  in  the  Fleet  Cottage  Hospital  and  which  were  admitted 
from  outside  districts,  then  the  Death  Rate  would  appear  to  be  io'30  per  1,000.  As  regards  Infant 
Mortality,  no  deaths  of  children,  under  one  year  of  age,  have  been  recorded.  The  Birth  Rate  is  30 
per  1,000.  An  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  prevailed  in  the  District  during  the  months  from  July  to 
December,  19  cases  were  notified.  They  were  all  of  a very  mild  type,  and  no  deaths  occurred.  The 
origin  of  the  epidemic  is  not  distinctly  proved,  but  it  occurred  soon  after  the  immigration  of  a number 
of  Jewish  children  from  the  poorer  districts  of  London  ; these  children  were  received  into  the 
cottages  of  this  District.  The  epidemic  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  children,  especially  the 
younger  children. 

A special  visit  was  made  to  the  Schools  and  a thorough  inspection  undertaken.  The  Infant 
Department,  especially,  was  found  to  be  overcrowded,  and  the  ventilation  of  the  class-rooms  being 
very  inefficient  and  defective.  This  matter  is  now  occupying  the  attention  of  the  County  Committee 
of  Education  and  of  the  School  Managers. 

Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  Watcher-Messenger  System,  which  proves  to  be 
very  expensive  and  unsatisfactory. 

The  Geology  of  this  District  shows  that  it  is  situated  on  the  Bagshot  sand  and  gravel  and  has 
the  special  feature  of  an  impervious  layer  of  hard  crystalline  sandstone  in  the  subsoil. 

No  case  of  diptheria  has  been  reported  during  this  year,  nor  has  one  occurred  for  two  years ; it  is 
suggested  that  with  a more  extensive  breaking  up  of  the  subsoil  and  better  surface  drainage  there 
is  evidence  in  support  of  the  sapro-phytic  origin  of  this  disease,  which  in  previous  years  was  very 
prevalent. 

A system  of  inter-communication  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  has  been  arranged  with 
the  Medical  Officer  for  Health  of  Aldershot. 

Three  deaths  are  recorded  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  during  the  period  from  April  ist  to 
December  31st ; these  cases  were  admitted  from  outside  districts. 

The  Water  Supply  of  this  district  is  from  two  sources; — Firstly,  that  from  the  wells  in  the 
Bagshot  sand,  which  if  uncontaminated  is  absolutely  pure  and  soft.  An  analysis  shows  only  one 
degree  of  hardness,  and  this  is  probably  due  to  the  mortar  used  in  the  construction  of  the  upper 
courses  of  the  well,  some  of  which  falls  into  it.  Secondly,  that  from  the  Frimley  and  Farnborough 
District  Water  Company,  derived  from  the  Itchel  Pumping  Station  ; it  is  a water  of  most  exceptional 
purity,  the  analysis,  however,  shows  8-5  degrees  of  hardness,  and  it  is  suggested  that  it  should  be 
further  softened. 

The  Meteorological  Returns  show  a rainfall  of  25  inches  in  1904  (40  inches  in  1903).  The 
lowest  recorded  temperatures  were  19°  F.  in  January  and  November,  and  the  highest  85°  F.  in 
August. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  is  by  means  of  the  Dry-earth,  Cess-pit,  and  Sub-irrigation  systems. 

During  the  year  inspections  have  been  made  of  Factories,  Dairies,  Bake-houses,  Cow-sheds, 
and  Work-shops  ; the  district  has  also  been  generally  inspected,  but  a systematic  house-to-house 
visitation  is  recommended. 

Appended  is  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  with  a Schedule  of  the  work  done. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  WILCOX. 

Since  writing  the  above  report,  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  ventilation  on  Boyle’s  System  will  be 
introduced  into  all  the  rooms  of  the  School  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks. 


FLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


FLEET, 

\ 

January  78th,  1905. 

HENRY  WILCOX,  Esq., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Urban  District  of  Fleet. 


Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  hand  you  account  of  work  done  in 


this  district  up  to  the  end  of  1904  : — 


Cesspools. 

Closets. 

Drains. 

Dairies. 

Houses. 

Infectious  Cases. 

New  Buildings. 
Ordinary  Nuisances. 


Filthy  Cesspools  cleaned 
Closets  rebuilt 
Drainage  system  relaid 
Dairy  inspected 

New  Houses  built  with  water  supply 

Infectious  cases  attended  to 

Houses  disinfected  after  above 

New  buildings  for  which  plans  have  been  passed 

Dung  heaps  and  offensive  matter  removed — cases 


No. 

3 

4 

5 

I 

3« 

18 

18 

54 

3 


I am.  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

A.  IVOR  SMITH, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


